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Double Talk 


The inimitable late President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
who probably stayed in politics longer in life than any other 
human being, and is well on the road to staying actively in 
politics in death longer than any other human being because 
of his inimical position against the big interest cry babies, who 
are always seeking to take their bat and ball and go home, 
because he “wouldn’t let them play the game of ‘two for me 
and what’s left is for you’ to their heart’s content,” had the 
happy and amusing faculty of using words and phrases to 
needle his enemies and, at the same time, smack the well- 
known spike of truth squarely on the head. The crowning one 
of all was his famous phrase, “THEY TALK OUT OF BOTH 
SIDES OF THEIR MOUTHS AT ONCE.” 

It is clearly obvious that the top officials in the CAA are 
indulging in the self-same practice—“talking out of both sides 
of their mouth at once’—when reflecting their dual position 
on the question of “who regulates whom and who prosecutes 
whom in air line and civil flying?” 

Recently, local authorities have become active in usurping 
the authority of the federal regulatory agency in the regulat- 
ing of air line transportation, which must, necessarily, be a 
federal function due to the character of this mode of travel— 
non-stop flights from Chicago to San Francisco and non-stop 
flights between many other widely separated points that pass 
up state lines, much the same as a race driver passes up fence 
posts while he is racing on his circular course at high speeds. 
And what is the CAA doing about it? Nothing, except indulg- 
ing in the usual political double talk. 

In our form of government, there is certainly plenty of 
room for state rights and there is plenty of room for federal 
government control. There is a time and place for each, but 
certainly in air line transportation, a swing too far in the 
direction of state control or local municipality control is 
deadly, crippling, and a plain out-and-out manufactured nui- 
sance to the progress and to the best interest of the air line 
business and to the national defense. And everyone knows this 
and they know it only too well. Unfortunately, too often the po- 
litical gods must be served. The question is: is our top CAA 
official serving the political gods or serving the best interests 
of air line transportation? The usual comeback is: “Cut out 
the chatter and let’s have the facts.” Here they are: 

On October 5, 1949, the Association received a letter from 
the office of the CAA Administrator in Washington, which con- 
tained the following paragraphs, in response to an ALPA letter 
objecting to its members being arrested and hauled into court 
like common criminals because they seek to do a safe job of 
flying: 

“3 as previously indicated, this Administration is in accord with your views 
that the local authorities should not attempt to_enforce Federal regulations 
against scheduled air carriers or their personnel. Ever since the two instances 
ye mentioned in your letter arose in the New York and Boston areas, we have 
een working with the appropriate state and local authorities to prevent any 


repetition of this occurrence. The assistance of your organization in connection 
with this matter would be greatly appreciated.” 


Not long ago, in the public press of the country, on Decem- 
ber 19, there appeared parts from a statement by the CAA 
Administrator, in which he said: 


ey | F4 sanity Ate province of state and local police officers to curb any local 
flying conducted in a manner that endangers life and property. We have there- 
set ag gratified by the cooperation we have.receitved from the states and 
aes in promoting air safety through enforcement of their local laws and 
ordinances. 


There are others in the industry who are “me, too” double 
talkers on this very vital question, which will, if it isn’t 
dealt with in line with good plain common horse sense, 
become a serious problem for all concerned. Control and 
enforcement of air line transportation regulation and, in fact, 
regulations governing all forms of air travel, both private and 
commercial that use the air spaces of the country and the 
air spaces of other nations by reciprocal arrangements, must 


be at the level of our federal government or the results will 
be harmful, detrimental, progress-thwarting, and completely 
frustrating, respecting normal progress and development of 
air line transportation which is so vital to the nation, con- 
tinentally, internationally, and for national defense. It is high 
time indeed that our CAA officials in high places realize this 
and begin taking a square look at the queer double-forked 
course they are apparently attempting to pursue, and, to bor- 
row a fitting description from the late F. D. R., it is high time, 
too, that they at least stop talking out of .both sides of their 
mouths. 


Restore Air Safety Board 


The nation’s press, Congressmen and Senators, and many 
private citizens have reacted favorably and with enthusiasm 
respecting ALPA’s long and unrelenting advocation and sup- 
port of the proposed legislation—Senator Pat McCarran’s §S. 8 
and Congressman Robert Crosser’s H.R. 5561—for the reestab- 
lishment of the independent Air Safety Board. 

Many editorials have been written on the subject, which 
appeared in the leading newspapers of the country, of which 
the following, sent in by Captain V. O. Johnson of Council 48, 
C&S-New Orleans, from a Scripps-Howard newspaper, the 
MEMPHIS COMMERCIAL APPEAL, is typical. It is entitled 
“RESTORE AIR SAFETY BOARD” and because of its timeli- 
ness and well-written qualities is quoted: 

“NINETY-SEVEN PER CENT OF THE PILOTS AND CO- 
PILOTS ENGAGED IN COMMERCIAL FLYING ARE MEM- 
BERS OF THE AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATION. For 
nearly a decade they and their organization, with the help 
of the nation’s leading aviation writers, have been urging 
restoration of an independent Federal Air Safety Board. 
Now that another air tragedy has claimed several lives near 
Washington’s National Airport, they are certain to renew their 
incessant but so far fruitless plea. They have made it after 
almost every tragedy involving a scheduled air transport plane 
over a period of years. It is more than late for the Congress 
to begin to heed the A.L.P.A. 

“During the 17 months’ existence of the independent Air 
Safety Board (1939-1940) not a single fatality occurred on 
scheduled air lines in the United States. Under the present 
setup, air tragedies seem to be occurring with ever-increasing 
frequency. Each time there is such a tragedy there’s an 
ultimate explanation which seems altogether too pat. The 
Civil Aeronautics Bureau establishes air safety regulations 
while the Civil Aeronautics Administration has the respon- 
sibility of enforcing them. Whenever a tragedy occurs that 
system puts them in the role of self-investigators, and thus 
they expose themselves to suspicion of covering up. 

“The scheduled air transport industry and the A.L.P.A. 
are frankly concerned over the air control situation. Both are 
primarily concerned with passenger safety. It is costly busi- 
ness for any air line to lose a ship, even if there are no deaths 
or injuries. When the latter two occur loss is multiplied many 
times. It should be kept in mind, too, that no crew member of 
a scheduled air liner is any more anxious to lose his or her life 
than is any passenger. Life is just as sweet to members of 
the A.L.P.A. as it is to any member of the CAB, the CAA or of 
the Washington political high command. 

“The pilots and copilots believe that restoration of the in- 
dependent Air Safety Board would increase the safety factor 
immeasurably. Hverything else that has been promised 80 
far has failed. The A.L.P.A. demand should no longer be 
ignored or refused.” 

The manifold congratulations and appreciation of the aif 
line pilots are extended to the COMMERCIAL APPEAL 
of Memphis for being squarely on the runway of maximum 
safety in air line travel. 
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many of the 55 victims of the worst air crash 
in history ever saw. At Washington National Airport, where the air liner in which 
they were passengers was rammed by a Bolivian-owned P-38 fighter plane, this scene 
represented 30 seconds to eternity. In a normal approach, such as the air liner was 
engaged in at the time of the crash, that is just about the flying time required to reach 
the runway from this point. But the plane never got beyond the lagoon, crashing in 
Just a little too 
late, just a little way to safety—some- 
times 30 seconds, sometimes 3—is too 
often the story. Too frequently, the pas- 
sengers and the pilots are the ones who 
pay with their very lives for the mistakes 
of others. Pilot cockpit skill is great, but 
sometimes the wall of chairborne errors 
that surround them can’t be scaled. 





Here is probably the last earthly view that 


Nonindependent 
line accidents reached its sorriest state 
this month as it mired down pitifully in 
its own political quicksand and turned 
the very capital of the nation, scene of 
the worst air line crash in history, into a 
stage for the worst fiasco of air line in- 
vestigation perpetrated to date. 

Of all of the whitewash parties ever 
held in Washington, the brush has never 
been wielded so indiscreetly and with 
such complete abandon as it was in the 
CAB hearings into the November 1, 1949, 
Washington National Airport midair col- 
lision crash, which were held with much 
fanfare and little accomplishment on No- 
vember 9-14 in Washington, D. C. 

Pilots Withdrawal Forced—Best cri- 
terion of how far over the borderline the 
CAB and CAA have finally stepped in 
their constantly increasing efforts to di- 
vert all blame from themselves is the 
fact that this time they went so far as to 
attempt to muzzle preventative recom- 
mendations of the ones most capable 
of making them—the air line pilots. 

Safety representatives of the Air Line 
Pilots Association withdrew. from the 
hearings late on the final day (November 
14) when the CAB, in a complete reversal 
of precedent and in denial of the privi- 
lege always extended the air line pilots 


Fiasco Spectacle of Nonindependence 


‘in the past, told them they would be 


limited in respect to their statement and 
what recommendations they could sub- 
mit. 

A high Safety Bureau official told 
ALPA representatives: “There’s nothing 
I can do about it. It’s out of my hands. 
Mr. Jones made the ruling.” Jones is a 


member of the Civil Aeronautics Board, 
the rule-making body. Later, Jones him- 
self told ALPA representatives: “There’s 
no need to make recommendations now. 
You can make them later. You can place 
your statement in the record, but we 
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And here was the beginning of the in- 
P. ROLOGUE TO A F IASCO vestigation of the worst crash in history 
that the pilots considered the worst fiasco in the history of accident investigation— 
the three ring circus CAB hearings held in Washington from November 9 to November 
14 and ending in the CAB’s attempt to muzzle the air line pilot safety representatives 
from making preventative recommendations. The presence of Harold Jones, a member 
of the CAB that makes the rules, who is shown second from left, pointed up the 
non-independence of present methods and procedures of accident investigations. 
Others who participated (Il. to r.) were: Joseph O. Fluet, chief of CAB Region 1; 
Robert W. Chrisp, chief of CAB Hearing Division, who served officially as presiding 
officer but in fact relinquished that duty to “boss” Jones; W. K. Andrews, director 
of CAB Bureau of Safety Investigation; and Erwin Townsend, chief CAB Accident 
Investigation. 
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WHILE A GENERATION WAS YET UNBORN 





One of commercial aviation’s real early birds, Captain Harry Huking, of Local 
Council No. 34, UAL-San Francisco, who began flying before many of the new genera- 
tion of air line pilots bellowed their first lusty entrance into the world and while many 
others still sported their three-cornered pants, is still going strong to add to the 
25,000 hours he has already logged in his flying career. Captain Huking became 
United’s number one pilot i in point of experience and flying hours with the retirement 
recently of another old timer, Captain “Ham” Lee. To visualize what 25,000 hours 
means, anyone starting from scratch would have to fly steadily 24 hours a day for two 
years and 212 days to catch up with Captain Huking. Captain Huking learned to fly 
with the Army Air Force in 1917, serving until 1919, After that he flew the air mail 
for the Post Office Department before joining Boeing Air Transport, a predecessor 
company of United, in 1927. He is shown here as he logs in at the company’s 
San Francisco office prior to a trans-Pacific flight to Honolulu. 





don’t want them read into the record.” ing statements issued prematurely by the 
‘ No Alternative—tIn the face of submit- self investigators even before the hear- 
ting to such restraining gags of their free ings began, was confirmed at the very 
expression of air safety opinions and rec- outset when the presiding officer went 
ommendations that the public is entitled far out of his way to make it clear “that 
to know of, the pilot investigators had no no one was on trial’—-the “no one” being 
alternative other than to leave the hear- quite obviously the CAB and closely al- 
ing in public protest. lied CAA which form the rule making- 
Following the pilots’ withdrawal, ALPA rule implementing team. 
President Behncke said that the ‘methods From that point on, the investigation 
and procedures used in the Washington was no more than a farcical spectacle of 
National Airport collision investigation dodging, procrastinating, and evasion that 
were completely and basically wrong.” saw the regular and professional CAB 

“The way in which the hearing itself accident investigators shoved into the 
was conducted,” he declared, “was the background while Harold Jones, a mem- 
best possible argument per se for re- ber of the CAB which makes the rules, 
establishment of the independent Air took over in fact, if not officially, as 
Safety Board.” chairman of the hearings. 

Far from being propaganda, that was No Pilot Witnesses — Throughout the 
truly the case. If there was one bright hearing, every effort was made to still 
spot to be salvaged from the entire hear- the voices of the air line pilots to a whis- 
ings, it was in the backfiring of the per. At no time were any of the ALPA 
CAB’s overzealousness that resulted in safety representatives who served on the 
the most substantial arousal of opinion investigating teams called as witnesses. 
favorable to reestablishment of the in- Suggested questions from the pilots, all 
dependent Air Safety Board that it has veterans of numerous crash investiga- 
yet received. tions, were reworded from the chair to 

“No One on Trial’”—Advance indica- draw the teeth from them, and, even be- 
tions that the hearing was being set up yond this, the presiding officer refused to 
as little more than a blame-diverting ask several pertinent and proper ques- 
dress rehearsal for public consumption, tions because—and this is significant— 
which came in the form of blame-absolv- he “didn’t understand them.” 

Pace 4 





On the other hand, the CAA counsel 
openly lead witnesses, while on the 
stand, questions to be asked CAA wit. 
nesses were, according to reports, cleared 
over night with CAA counsel, there was 
no cross-examining of CAA witnesses, 
and leading questions asked by the CAR 
counsel, with the proper answers sup- 
plied by the same counsel, were the 
order of the day. 


Because it was impossible for ALPA’s 
President to be personally present at 
this investigation, EAL Chairman Ster. 
ling Camden was designated to represent 
ALPA and Mr. Behncke personally as a 
special observer and act in an advisory 
capacity to ALPA participants. Also repre- 
senting ALPA at the Washington hear- 
ings were Larry Cates, Washington rep- 
resentative, and EAL pilot safety repre. 
sentatives Captain J. G. LaVake and 
Captain H. Foley. 


Submit Fourth Recommendation—To 
the three specific recommendations sub- 
mitted to the CAB immediately after the 
crash—ALPA Safety Recommendations 
Nos. 263, 264 and 265, dealing with sepa- 
ration of military and air line aircraft 
and ready identification of air line air- 
craft by both day and night—a fourth 
recommendation has been added and sub- 
mitted to the CAB. This recommenda- 
tion, No. 266, follows: 


ALPA AIR SAFETY RECOMMENDA- 
TION No. 266—Elimination of Easily 
Misunderstood Tower Phrases for Colli- 
sion Prevention: “A study of radio phras- 
eology should be made to carefully select 
and formulate words and phrases so that 
partial airborne reception, due to im- 
proper and difficult phraseology, does not 
create unsafe operating conditions.” 





ALPA FCU FINANCIAL AND 
STATISTICAL REPORT 
OCTOBER 31, 1949 
BALANCE SHEET 





Assets 
LOANS: No. Amount 
Current and less than 2 months 
MPEIRIOINE 5 95. 50 )saeiss 50.00 004 246 $ 94,971.07 
Delinquent 2 months to 
MOM 5 wanes ks oc cae ciciis 3 902.26 
Accounts Receivable ............ 43.10 
oe ee ts eee 33,510.31 
Petty Cash 10. 
Change Fund 50. 
. S. Bonds 15,268.75 
Interest Purchased on Bonds..... 17.83 
Prepaid Loan Insurance......... 131.01 


ME SRG nt atiy ans chenibss 249 $144,904.33 
Liabilities 
Accounts Payable ............... 50 
MRS ee SN 140,493.33 
Reserve for Bad Loans.......... 364.46 





Undivided Profits .............. 25.30 
WME Siecb cae anne te ncak cane 4,079.74 
CO eee $144,904.33 
STATEMENT OF INCOME 
AND EXPENSE 
Income 
Sbetest ot: TORI sccs5hccnsiswcenasceds $5,915.66 
Income from Investments.............. 16.83 
MO i660-6455 cd cis veessicees® $5,932.49 
Expenses 
Stationery and Supplies................. $ 309.09 
Educational Expense ..............20.. 34.30 
Borrowers’ Ussurance .........cccccceee 433.99 
Surety Bond Premium.................. 166.50 
Miscellaneous General ................. 58.87 
ALPA Reimbursement ................ 850.00 
a pee, Cee $1,852.75 
SR eer Tena et toe $4,079.74 


Statistical Information 
Number of Members October 31, 1949 Ls 





Number of Potential Members....... 8, 
Loans Made Since Organization 

SNS oh cies dane yrcieiln Sighane teskie;e 391 
Loans Made Since Organization 

DROUIN: Aids & .aadans yds Ga wari $180,988.28 
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Copy of the Wright Brothers 6-cent 
Air Mail Commemorative Stamp which 
will be placed on first-day sale at Kitty 
Hawk, N. C., December 17, 1949. The 
stamp commemorates the first flight of 
the Wright brothers at Kitty Hawk on 
December 17, 1903—46 years agos The 
late Orville Wright is an honorary mem- 
ber of ALPA. David L. Behncke, nearly 
20 years ALPA President, is 52. He was 


six when the world of aviation was born. 


Negotiations Held 
From N. Y. to Hawaii 


The month of November took ALPA’s 
employment agreement negotiators across 
the land and across the seas as the 
scenes of negotiating activities were laid 
in Hawaii, San Francisco, Washington, 
Chicago and New York. 

The most complicated and involved of 
the current negotiations are those on 
American Overseas Airlines where six 
more days of mediation in NMB Case 
A-3113 brought to a total of 31 the num- 
ber of days which have been spent in 
mediation alone on this one case. 

Mr. Behncke personally participated in 
the AOA case when direct negotiations 
and mediation became deadlocked at the 
local level in New York and he took over 
the Washington conferences with the Na- 
tional Mediation Board which were held 
on November 15, 16, 17, 18, 22 and 23. 

Included Pocius Case—Interwoven with 
the employment agreement deadlock on 
AOA, both in direct negotiations and me- 
diation, was the Captain C. F. Pocius dis- 
charge case which had deadlocked in the 
AOA Pilots’ System Board of Adjustment. 
This was the principal reason that Mr. 
Behncke had personally entered the case. 

As a result of this intervention and the 
actions of the National Mediation Board, 
the Pocius case was advanced broad steps 
in the direction of settlement. It was 
agreed by H. R. Harris, vice-president 
and general manager of AOA, the Na- 
tional Mediation Board, and ALPA’s 
head, that the AOA Adjustment Board 
should be given ten days to two weeks to 
wind up the Pocius case with a final and 
conclusive determination, or a method of 
settlement that would result in the same 
ultimate conclusion, or the case would 
again be brought before the Board. 

In addition to the Pocius case, which, 
unless there is a radical turn for the 
worse, can be considered settled, the AOA 
mediation deadlock was explored to the 
point where it was clearly indicated that 
if the company persisted in its present 
unreasonable position, nothing could be 
gained except by other measures. Co- 
pilots’ pay is one of the principal issues. 

From Chicago to Hawaii—Longest itin- 
erary, from a mileage standpoint, during 
the past month was that of J. C. Christie, 
of the Headquarters Employment Agree- 
ment Department. Mr. Christie left Chi- 
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cago on November 12, negotiating with 
Transocean Airlines in San Francisco 
on November 13, Hawaiian Airlines in 
Honolulu the week of November 14-19 
and Trans-Pacific Airlines at the same 
location the week of November 21-26. In 
addition to employment agreement nego- 
tiations, Mr. Christie, while in Hawaii, also 
appeared in the case of U. S. vs. Captain 
S. J. Rosetta in which the CAA is main- 
taining the pilot violated certain Civil Air 
Regulations and the case has been re- 
ferred to the U. S. Court for processing. 

Negotiations on UAL, AAA—Other air 
lines on which negotiations were con- 
ducted during the month were All Ameri- 
can Airways and United Air Lines. 

The fourth in the series of conferences 
to obtain the first pilots’ working agree- 
ment for the pilots of All American Air- 
ways was held in Washington, D. C., from 
November 1 to November 4 with the 
agreement still remaining incompleted. 
A particularly wide breach exists be- 
tween the AAA pilots and the company 
on copilots’ rates of compensation. 

Negotiations on United Air Lines, which 
had broken off on September 30, were 
resumed in Chicago on November 1 and 
continued through November 11. Mileage 
limitations are the most significant point 
involved in the UAL negotiations. 


1950 LEC Elections 
Ahead of Schedule 


Local Executive Council elections are 
now well under way and running several 
weeks ahead of schedule. The beginning 
of the new year will see all officers in- 
stalled, according to the Council Coordi- 
nation and Administration Department 
which conducts the elections. 

The Executive Board Ballot Certifica- 
tion Committee met at Headquarters on 
November 10 and certified the nomina- 
tion ballots and the election ballots car- 
rying the name of the successful nomi- 
nees were sent out this month. 


TOPS THE WORLD 





COLONEL BALCHEN 
Forty Years After Perry 


Just short of the forty-first anniversary 
of Commodore Robert Peary’s discovery 
of the North Pole in April, 1909, Col. 
Bernt Balchen, famed flyer and ex- 
plorer, became the first man to blaze an 
air trail completely over the top of the 
world. Taking off from an Alaskan Air 
Base, he skirted the globe, alighting at 
Oslo, Norway, and then continued on a 
non-stop flight to New York. The Colonel 
is being interviewed by Washington, 
D. C., reporters after landing his C-54 
transport in the Capital City upon com- 
pletion of his trip. Colonel Balchen has 
spent much of his time exploring the 
Alaskan and extreme northern wilder- 
ness area by plane. 





BIG PLANES AND 
BIG PROBLEMS 


Big planes are big prob- 
lems, whether air borne or on 
the ground. Pilots must 
squeeze these problem chil- 
dren into airports that are 
far too small for them, take 
off on runways that are far 
too short for them, and fly 
them in air traffic patterns 
that are way too obsolete for 
them. On the ground, the 
big problem is maintenance 
facilities, primarily adequate 
equipment to enable the me- 
chanics and ground crews to 
get at every part of the plane 
for servicing. Maintenance 
rigs themselves are becoming 
minor engineering feats, al- 
most as complicated as the 
complicated planes that ne- 
cessitate them. The service 
dock shown here was built 
for the PAA Stratocruisers at 
the PAA overhaul base at 
Miami, Fla. Weighing 75 
tons, the specially designed 
unit has lower sections 
mounted on retractable 
wheels and upper sections on 
moveable tracks swung from 
the roof girders. 
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ITF Meeting Reveals 
uF one oe 

Utility Crew" Move 
‘At three Executive Board meetings, 
namely, the second, third, and fourth, 
and at the Tenth Convention, careful 
consideration was given to the matter of 
affiliating with the International Trans- 
portworkers’ Federation, an international 
organization formed to give a voice col- 
lectively to all transportation labor and 
to combat Communism. It was finally 
decided at the Fourth Executive Board 
meeting to complete the affiliation, which 
was accomplished on October 13, 1949. 


The most recent meeting of ITF was 
held in Paris on October 15-17, 1949. It 
was at this meeting that the “Civil Avia- 
tion Section” of ITF was formally 
brought into being. Because of a killing 
schedule, numerous court cases and hear- 
ings, it was impossible for Mr. Behncke, 
first President of the International Fed- 
eration of Air Line Pilots Associations 
and ALPA, to be present. So that ALPA 
would be represented, Mr. Behncke des- 
ignated Mr. D. Follows, Secretary of 
IFALPA and the British Air Line Pilots 
Association, to represent him at the 
meeting of ITF in Paris. 


Reported by Mr. Follows—A report of 
this meeting has just been furnished 
Headquarters by Mr. Follows. It is a 
most interesting outline of what trans- 
pired. A number of questions were of a 
character to require the decision of the 
fifth meeting of the Executive Board of 
the Air Line Pilots Association. One of 
the principal points that is dangerous, 
which came up at the ITF Conference in 
Paris, reported by Mr. Follows, is the 
move in international air line transporta- 
tion on the part of certain of the com- 
panies and practically all civil air regu- 
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A DRESS REHEARSAL FOR THEIR "BOSS" 





po 


—INS Photo 


In preparation for a demonstration of the latest and newest airborne equipment 
and techniques for the Commander-in-Chief himself, Fort Bragg paratroopers pull 
their rip cords in dress rehearsal leaps. The 82nd Airborne Division at the North 
Carolina air base put on a special show for President Truman, exhibiting the numer. 
ous improvements in glider and parachuting methods since the last World War, 
During his visit, Mr. Truman witnessed hundreds of dramatic “bail-outs” in scenes 
similar to this picture of jumps from a formation of C-82 “Flying Boxcars.” 





latory agencies of many governments to 
have so-called utility crews in air line 
aircraft cockpits. 

What this means is that all crew mem- 
bers would be mixed together and every- 
body would be working at everybody 
else’s job in the cockpits. No specific 
licenses would be required. for the ma- 
jority of these crew members, and it 
would be one grand hodge-podge. First, 
it would mean complete destruction of 
air safety; secondly, it would result in a 
jack-of-all-trades cockpit pattern of pro- 
cedure that couldn’t possibly operate nor- 
mally and successfully, much less safely. 

Again it remains for the air line pilots 
to hold the line. We must, just as Mr. 
Follows points out, lose no time doing 
just that. The “utility crew” matter will 
come before the fifth meeting of the 
Executive Board in February, 1950. 


AA Negotiations to 


2 

Be Resumed in December 

What will probably wind up as the 
single most important negotiations of the 
past year—those spearheading ‘mileage 
limitations” on American Airlines—will 
be resumed in a mediation status on De- 
cember 14 in New York City. Direct nego- 
tiations on American Airlines were deal- 
locked on September 2, the services of 
the National Mediation Board requested 
on October 13 and the case was docketed 
on October 14 as A-3255. Federal Media- 
tor G. B. MacSwain has been assigned to 
handle the mediation conferences. 

The problem of establishing a mileage 
limitation, is also in the negotiating mill 
on several other air lines and will be 
brought into the picture on certain other 
air lines in 1950. 








FATE IS CHEATED BY 
A MODERN MIRACLE 


In one of the most dramatic spot 
photos ever taken, a modern 1,000 to 1 
shot miracle was caught on October 2% 
as it happened—a miracle that snatched 
one man from the very hands of fate as 
he plunged toward certain death with a 
collapsed parachute and placed another 
in the hall of heroes. Here, caught by 
the camera, is the almost unbelievable 
feat as it actually happened. 

LARGE PHOTO: The parachute of para- 
trooper Charles J. Dye (arrow) begins to 
collapse as he plummets toward the ’chute 
bearing another paratrooper, Sgt. Marvin 0. 
Smith. A split second later, Dye fell past 
Sgt. Smith who saw his helpless plight and 
reached out and caught his ’chute to halt 
his earthward death plunge. It happened 
at Eglin Air Force Base in Florida. 

INSET: For his quick-thinking that saved 
the life of his brother soldier, Sgt. Smith 
is presented the Soldier’s Medal personally 
by Secretary of the Army Gordon Gray 
(right). The ceremony took place at the 
Pentagon. Both Smith and Dye are men 
bers of the 82nd Airborne Division. 

It’s a fast-moving era, this air age. It 
takes fast-thinking and right decisions; 
keen judgment and raw courage. Thost 
who are lacking are left behind, often to 
perish. It is a real tribute to our airmen 
—commercial and military—that thesé 
are their attributes. 
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Hearings Held in 
Dockets 2839, 4129 


Looming ever more prominently on the 
horizon of ALPA problems are those 


prought about by route mergers, sales, 
interchanges, and all of the allied multi- 
tudinous manipulations between carriers 


that give promise of bringing to the air 


line pattern anything but a stable future. 

Two of these problems came to a 
head during the month of November. 
One was the Route 68 case (CAB Docket 
No. 2839), involving the pilots of Western 
and United Air Lines, which actually be- 
gan in 1947, and the other was the 
Monarch- Challenger merger (CAB 


Docket No. 4129). 

Hearings in the Route 68 case were 
held before CAB Examiner T. L. Wrenn 
in Washington, D. C., for four days from 
November 14 to 17. Because of the deli- 
cate nature of the case, managerial rep- 
resentatives had hopefully looked for- 
ward to a breach in the ranks of the 
air line pilots. Instead, they saw a con- 
crete display of ALPA’s solidarity and 
the willingness and ability of the air line 
pilots to settle their internal problems 
among themselves. 

Pre-Hearing Meeting—Prior to the ac- 
tual commencement of the hearings, the 
two groups of pilots met at Headquarters 
of ALPA on November 8-12 and after a 
constructive discussion, it was agreed 
that the WAL and UAL pilots should 
arbitrate their differences outside of the 
Route 68 hearing and thus be able to 
appear before the CAB with the an- 
swers. 

The Association now has until Decem- 
ber 15, 1949, to file any proposals that 
it wishes to make toward solution of the 
case and the Route 68 hearing record 
is being held open by the CAB Examiner 
to permit its inclusion. Meanwhile, an 
intra-association arbitration is scheduled 
for December 5, in Los Angeles, between 
the two pilot groups, during which it is 
hoped existing difficulties will be ironed 
out. Mr. Hubert Wyckoff of Watsonville, 
California, has been designated, by the 
National Mediation Board, to act as the 
neutral referee. 

December 15 Deadline — Additionally, 
by December 15, 1949, ALPA must file 
with the CAB examiner the resulting 
determination of the arbitration respect- 
ing the number of pilots and identity of 
same to be transferred to satisfactorily 
complete the sale of Route 68. 

The Route 68 case developed largely 
because of incorrect representations 
made by WAL officials whereby the 
route was sold and the pilot personnel 
suffered both in employment status and 
from a monetary standpoint. 

The Air Line Pilots Association has al- 
ways insisted that in the sale of a route, 
the pilots should always follow the route, 
and this is the principle that has been 
maintained throughout the years. Had 
this principle been followed in the sale 
of Route 68 in August, 1947, it would 
mean that certain Western pilots would 
have been transferred with the route to 
United Air Lines and been integrated on 
their system seniority list without loss of 


employment or impairment to their 
seniority. 
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THE WINNER: THE AIR AMBULANCE 


San Francisco airport spectators were given the opportunity of witnessing a most 
unusual and interesting speed race recently. Although no trophies were awarded or 
records broken, the test proved the versatility of the helicopter in relation to its 
effectiveness as an air ambulance. The race, staged in cooperation with the San 
Francisco City Health Department, had only two participants, the Standard Hiller 360 
*copter, and the latest model panel type ambulance. Running over a track of seven 
miles, the distance covered between the- Marin Green to the beach and back, the 
helicopter completed its flight in a short 12 minutes, compared to 20 minutes neces- 
sary for the ambulance’s trip. The time for both vehicles included the loading period 
allotted for pickup of two stretcher cases. 





Time Changes Picture—In view of the 
passage of time, however, interim hap- 
penings such as UAL’s Route 61, north 
to Seattle, transferred to Western and 
the consequent change on pilot status 
and rights that have occurred among 
both Western and United Air Lines pilots, 
there was a difference of opinion among 
the two groups as to what degree the 


following the route” could logically be 
applied in this case at this time. 

The November 14-17 hearing lasted 
four days and the pilots who participated 
in the hearings giving evidence to sub- 
stantiate the contention that the transfer 
of Route 68 had adversely affected the 
Western pilots, were: A. W. Stevenson, 
Los Angeles, Council No. 16; C. M. Horn, 
Denver, Council No. 21; and J. I. Hoag- 





long-established ALPA rule of “pilots 





CARRIER CRASH 


The pilot escaped from this flaming crackup aboard « 
British aircraft carrier, but the plane was completely 


4, 





f 


demolished. It occurred aboard the H.M.S. Illustrious when a Sea Fury, a British 
carrier-based fighter, spilled while coming in for a landing and burst into flames 
on the flight deck. A member of the stand-by fire fighting crew can be seen going 


through the flames to the trapped pilot. 
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Stewardess Jane Driscoll lights a ci 


HIS PLANE TRIP ISN'T A PLAIN TRIP 
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rl Graulein, 68, of East St. Louis, 


Illinois, as he begins the first lap of his journey via American Airlines Flagship to his 
native Germany. Mr. Graulein, a brick company foreman who has worked seven days 
a week for the past 41 years, will visit two sisters in Nuernburg on an all-expenses- 
paid vacation which his employers have finally forced onto him. The trip from East 


St. Louis is his first ride in an airplane. 


Mr. Graulein’s record shows that his only 


time off was a half-day when he got married on November 2, 1913, and another 
half-day when his wife died on May 15, 1945—which was his birthday. The pert, 
attendant hostess has been a member of ALSSA, an ALPA affiliate, since the first 
agreement was signed with the company in December, 1947. 





land, Salt Lake City, Council No. 23. 
Representing United were W. E. Fallon, 
Master Chairman, and D. C. McBain, 
Chairman of Council No. 57, Los Angeles. 
President Behncke was present at the 
hearing to represent both the Western 
and United pilot groups, and F. Harold 
Bennett, of Headquarters’ Legal and 
Conciliation Department, acted as coun- 
sel for the ALPA. 

Monarch-Challenger Mer ger— CAB 
hearings in the Monarch-Challenger 
merger were held in Washington, D. C., 
on November 22 with ALPA represented 
by its Washington representative, Larry 


statement on behalf of President 
Behncke. In addition, on November 18, 
19, and 20, ALPA Executive Vice-Presi- 
dent C. N. Sayen met with the Monarch 
and Challenger pilots in Denver in an 
effort to satisfactorily integrate the sen- 
iority lists of the two air lines. 

The Monarch-Challenger merger is a 
repetition of the old and familiar pattern 
of the Civil Aeronautics Board creating 
a host of small, uneconomic air lines and 
then realizing they are out on a limb and 
unable to justify the continuance of such 
small carriers. Consequently, the move- 
ment is underway to combine many of 
these small carriers into larger air lines 





Cates, who presented the Association’s 
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An Entire Hotel 
Furnished by Air 


While air transportation of 
passengers grabs the head- 
lines, air freight is quietly 
coming into its own as a big 
business and producer of 
large chunks of air line rev- 
enue. To shippers it offers 
speedy transportation of their 
products that is often cheap- 
er than surface transporta- 
tion because of the time ele- 
ment involved. It is not in- 
conceivable that the trend in 
air line transportation will 
follow that of the railroads, 
i.e., when passenger service 
loses money, freight makes 
up the deficit. Today, air 
cargo handles virtually any- 
thing that can be placed 
aboard a plane and not just 
small perishable items as it 
did in the beginning. Here, 
is one of a flight of planes 
that will carry the entire fur- 
nishings from Chicago to San 
Juan for a new Hilton Hotel, 
the Caribe, for its opening on 
December 9. 





and to trim and streamline the route 
structures. In the process, there arises 
the problem of how to protect the pilots 
and other personnel who have cast their 
lives and professional futures with these 
air lines. 

Added Complications — The Monarch. 
Challenger case has taken on added com. 
plications because of Monarch’s applica- 
tion for acquisition of the routes of Ari. 
zona Airways. If Monarch is successfy| 
in merging with Challenger and then ac. 
quiring Arizona Airways, the CAB will 
have created a so-called feeder line with 
more mileage than Continental, Mid. 
Continent, Western, Colonial, Northeast, 
or Chicago and Southern. 

A short time after the Monarch-Chal- 
lenger merger hearing before the CAB 
Examiner, Mr. Behncke summed up the 
Association’s position in a letter of No- 
vember 26, 1949, to the Chief Examiner, 
Francis W. Brown. Because of its top 
level interest to all members of the Asso- 
ciation respecting policy the complete 
text of the letter is quoted below: 


“On November 22, 1949, our Washington 
representative, Mr. Larry Cates, appeared be- 
fore you at the hearing re C Docket 4129 
and made the following statement:”’ 

‘**We have very little to say at this hear- 
ing but there are several points I would like 
to make clear. One, there exists between the 
Air Line Pilots Association and each of the 
companies involved here, Monarch Air Lines 
and Challenger Air Lines, regular pilots’ em- 
ployment agreements made under the provi- 
sions of the Railway Labor Act. Obviously, 
it is our position that these agreements are 
valid documents made under provision of fed- 
eral law and that before this merger is ac- 
tually approved finally there will be no ques- 
tion about the protection of both groups of 
pilots under their employment agreements 
and, finally, under a single employment 
agreement which will then cover all the pilots 
of both companies.’ ”’ 

“* ‘Obviously, matters of this kind must and 
properly should be recognized and dealt with 
before the final approval of the Civil Aero- 
nautics Board is given to the merger for the 
reason that if it isn’t done in this way there 
is always the very grave chance that trouble 
will arise later, as precedent has proven, that 
may result in serious management-pilot labor 
difficulties.’ ’’ 

‘** ‘Respecting the present status of the pilot 
groups of both companies, I wish to quote 
from a wire I have in my hand which was 
received in Washington today, November 22: 
‘““* “David L. Behncke 
Hamilton Hotel, Wash., D. C. 

‘“** “Wollowing wire received from A. F. Clark, 
Chairman Council 77, Denver, ‘“ ‘ ‘‘ ‘The pilots 
of Monarch Air Lines, Inc., as represented by 
the Air Line Pilots Association, International, 
hereby express approval of the merger of 
Monarch Air Lines, Inc., and Challenger Air- 
lines Company. However, the limited time 
available has not afforded opportunity for the 
pilots to fully determine the factors involved 
in establishing a seniority list.’’’’ ” 
Air Line Pilots Association. 

“In addition to the foregoing statement 
made by the Air Line Pilots Association pur- 
suant to its intervention in this case (CAB 
Docket 4129), we wish to reiterate again that 
past experience has proven that the best pro- 
cedure is to cause carriers and pilots involved 
in any merger, consolidation, or bringing to- 
gether of one air line with another or parts 
thereof, by any method, to resolve their 
pilot-company problems respecting their em- 
ployment agreements and principally all those 
relating to employment and seniority rights 
of the pilots involved, prior to final approval 
by the Board, and to so notify the Civil Aero- 
nautics Board.”’ 

“In this case there does not sppeek to be 
any insurmountable problems, but even the 
smaller and relatively insignificant ones are 
potentially serious trouble breeders if they 
are not resolved in advance of the actual 
culmination of the merger proceedings and 
the a thereof by the Board. The pro- 
cedural steps are outlined in the provisions 
of the Railway Labor Act for resolving dif- 
ferences, and once the incentive is created 
by making the solution of problems of the 
character described herein a prerequisite to 
final approval by the Board causes all con- 
cerned to waste no time in getting the job 
done.”’ ° 

“We shall deeply appreciate it if you will 
make this letter a part of the record of the 
hearings respecting CAB Docket 4129. We 
earnestly solicit your cooperation in further- 
ing the recommendations and procedures out- 
lined in this letter.’’ 
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Protest Flight 
Engineer Removal 


In the interest of air safety, the Air 
Line Pilots Association has strongly pro- 
tested both to the company and the 
Civil Aeronautics Administration against 
Pan American Airways’ contemplated re- 
moval of flight engineers from its Pacific 
Alaska Division where the nature of the 
terrain is such that flight engineers are 
necessary if the same degree of safety is 
to be maintained. In addition to the let- 
ters of protest, conferences have also 
been requested with the company to iron 
out this problem. 

The company’s removal of flight engi- 
neers is part of a have-your-cake-and- 
eat-it-too scheme that briefly amounts to 
this: With flight engineers aboard, the 
CAR (41.3041) permitted pilots to be 
scheduled for 12 hours during any 24. 
Without a flight engineer, the CAR 
(4.3040) limits pilots to a maximum of 
8 hours during any 24. The company’s 
obvious plan is to abolish flight engineers 
over this high dangerous terrain and 
still operate under the same regulations 
as if they hadn’t, thus flying its pilots in 
excess of the Civil Air Regulations. 


ALPA FCU Liberalizes 


- 

Its Loan Regulations 

With Christmas shopping and its finan- 
cial problems in the air, the Air Line 
Pilots Association Federal Credit Union 
stands ready to help its members bridge 
that holiday gap to an even greater de- 
gree than it was able to previously. 

Captain George C. Duvall, clerk-treas- 
urer of the ALPA FCU, has announced 
that the relaxation of federal regulations 
has resulted in the credit union being 
able to extend the scope of its service to 
its members and potential members. 

With the extension of federal rules, 
the maximum that can be borrowed on 
a signature loan has been increased from 
$300 to $400 and the period for repay- 
ment of loans has been extended from 
24 months to 36 months. This means that 
a member may borrow more money and 
repay it over a longer period of time. 

Pilots who have not joined the ALPA 
Credit Union can do so easily and with- 
out a lot of red tape. All that is required 
for membership is that the applicant be 
a member of ALPA in good standing 
and purchase one share at $5.00. Appli- 
cation blanks may be obtained from your 
council credit union representative or the 
Headquarters’ Credit Union Department. 


Nation-Wide Mutual 
Aid Program for ALPA 


The committee on the ALPA Mutual 
Aid program, which will play a com- 
panion role to the already highly suc- 
cessful and still growing ALPA Fed- 
eral Credit Union, has put plans for 
the program into motion. 

At a meeting with Executive Vice- 
President C. N. Sayen on November 
17, 1949, definite arrangements were 
made to get the committee’s ideas and 
the proposed plan before the Local 
Executive Councils for consideration. 
Suggestions from the Councils are be- 
ing solicited in a questionnaire which 











THEY'RE A ONE-FAMILY AIR FORCE 





A happy mother is Mrs. Terrell Braly of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, as she 
proudly pins on her son Alfred’s bright new pilot wings after the young lieutenant’s 
graduation at Barksdale Field. Mrs. Braly is an old master at the task with three 


other sons having previously joined the Army Air Force as pilots. 


Two members of 


Mrs. Braly’s own little air force, First Lieutenants Joseph and James, smilingly wel- 


come their kid brother into their ranks. 


She has a gold star, too. Another son, 


Terrell, Jr., was killed during World War II in a B-17 plane crash. 





E and O Dept. Expands 
Scope of Activities 


During the month of November, the 
E and O Department has been very ac- 
tive. On November 10 a basic agreement 
was signed in Memphis for the flight 
radio officers in the employ of Chicago 
and Southern Air Lines. This group is 
represented by the Air Carrier Communi- 
cation Operators Association. 

On November 18, in Kansas City, a 
second renewal of the TWA hostesses 
and pursers employment agreement was 
signed after two weeks of mediation. 
This agreement sets up a difference in 
monthly and quarterly hours of service 
for various types of equipment. The Air 
Line Stewards and Stewardesses Associa- 
tion has been busily engaged with the 
work of bringing the Pan American flight 
attendants into their organization. 


The E and O Department has also been 
busily engaged in the organizing of the 
C & S mechanics into the Air Carrier 
Mechanics Association and is making 
an all out effort to make the C & S me- 
chanics one of the first groups organized 
into ACMA. 

Negotiations were started on Trans- 
ocean Air Lines for renewal of a basic 
agreement for the pilots in the employ 
of that air line. This group is represent- 
ed by the Air Carrier Pilots Association 
(Non-Scheduled). 

During the month of November, Miss 
Barbara McLaurin, AA stewardess, made 
a tour of all the American Airlines’ 
stewardess bases to familiarize the AA 
stewardesses with the Air Line Stewards 
and Stewardesses Association, also an- 
swering any questions and taking care 
of any problems they might have. 








VIGIL IN THE BLUE 


Flying 


above Cape Cod on a training mission, a 
formation of 600 MPH Republic F-84 Thunder- 





is being distributed on the plan. 
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jets from the 33rd Fighter Group maintain their vigil in the skies. The 33rd Fighter 
Group at Otis Air Force Base, Falmouth, Mass., is a vital link in the network of 
fighter bases guarding the northeastern approaches to the United States and the in- 
dustrial centers bordering New York. The group was moved from New Mexico to the 
wartime Naval Air Base at Cape Cod in 1948. The group is part of the 33rd Fighter 
Wing of the First Air Force. 
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Air tragedies are no respecters of in- 


Air Line Pilots Global Guardians of Air Safety 


ternational boundaries. Disaster is not 
discriminate about where it strikes. One 
day 55 people plunge to their doom in a 
mid-air collision in the United States; on 
another, a French plane plows into a 
lonely mountain peak; tomorrow there 
must be greater air safety. 

Everywhere man flies and in every na- 
tion that has a commercial plane in the 
air, no matter how few or how many, air 
safety is of primary and greatest concern. 
The world over, the real job of air safety 
is falling on the shoulders of the air line 
pilots. The problems of the air line pilots 
safetywise are remarkably similar re- 
gardless of the flag under which they fly. 

National air safety is of immediate 
concern to the air line pilots of each 
country, but global air safety and high 
air safety standards are of worldwide 
importance with virtually every country 
using the others’ airports and facilities. 

UPPER RIGHT: A portion of the de- 
molished Air France Constellation which 
crashed near the peak of Mt. Algarvia on 
the Island of St. Michaels in the Azores, 
October 28, bears testimony to the vio- 
lence of the impact. Forty-eight persons 
were killed in the crash. 

BELOW: In Washington, D. C., the 
wreckage of the Eastern Airlines DC-4, 


Ce 











on fs . ~ 


which crashed on November 1, is piled up 
along the bank as the search continued 
in the river for bodies of additional vic- 
tims, the total of which stood at a stag- 
gering and appalling world’s record of 55. 





Gross Weight Flight 
Tests Are Planned 


After voluminous correspondence and 
meetings between CAA, CAB and ALPA, 
the first meeting to complete plans for a 
maximum gross weight flight test pro- 
gram is scheduled for November 30, 1949, 
at the CAA Aeronautical Training Center 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 

A proposed flight test program, pre- 
pared by ALPA’s Engineering and Air 
Safety Department, is being made the 
subject of an activating conference, on 
November 30. The ALPA flight test pro- 
gram proposal has the goal of simulating 
the flying experienced in day in and day 
out air line flying during the hot and 
humid summer seasons in the United 
States. Obtaining accurate data under 
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weather conditions which have an ad- 
verse effect on climb performance, has 
long been desired by the air line pilots. 

Contemplated actual flight testing of a 
CAA-owned DC-4 airplane is planned to 
come about during the first three weeks 
in January, 1950. ALPA will insist that 
these extensive gross weight flight tests 
be made near the equator where typical 
U. S. summer weather conditions can be 
simulated. 





Credit Union Meeting 

The Annual Meeting of the Air Line 
Pilots Association Federal Credit Union 
will be held January 18, 1950, at 
ALPA Headquarters beginning at 1:30 
p-m. All members are requested to 
attend and all ALPA members are wel- 
come to be present. 











) +> 





Legal Dept. Handles 
Seven More Grievances 


The grievance machinery of ALPA 
continued to operate in high gear this 
month as the Legal and Conciliation De- 
partment handled a total of seven more 
grievances involving the pilots of five 
air lines. 

Three of these grievances had been 
processed through all of the grievance 
machinery and the respective Pilots Sys- 
tem Boards of Adjustment. One was an 
initial hearing, one an appeal hearing, 
and two were cases that were settled 
without the necessity of actually activat- 
ing grievance machinery. 

The Adjustment Board cases were 
those of Merle Loros vs. United Air Lines, 
J. M. Rusch, J. A. Walton, et al vs. PAA, 
and M. A. Gitt vs. Colonial. 


STATEMENT OF THE OWNERSHIP, MANAGE- 

MENT, AND CIRCULATION REQUIRED BY 

THE ACT OF CONGRESS OF AUGUST 24, 1912, 

AS AMENDED BY THE ACTS OF MARCH 3, 

1933, AND JULY 2, 1946 (Title 39, United States 
Code, Section 233) 

Of The Air Line Pilot, published monthly at 
Chicago, Ill., for Oct. 1, 1949. 

1. The names and addresses of the publisher, 
editor, managing editor, and business managers 
are: 

Publisher, Air Line Pilots Association, Intl. 
3145 W. 63rd St., Chicago 29, Ill.; Editor, David 
L. Behncke, 3145 W. 63rd St., Chicago 29, Ill; 
Managing Editor, None; Business Manager, None. 

he owner is: (If owned by a _ corporation, 
its name and address must be stated and also 
immediately thereunder the names and addresses 
of stockholders owning or holding 1 per cent o 
more of total amount of stock. If not owned by 
a corporation, the names and addresses of the 
individual owners must be given. If owned by 4 
partnership or other unincorporated firm, its name 
and address, as well as that of each individual 
member, must be given.) 

David_L. Behncke, President; Clarence N. 
Sayen, Exec. Vice-Pres.; Jerome E. Wood, Vice 
President; Francis A. Spencer, Secretary; Robert 
G. Strait, Treasurer; all of 3145 West 63rd 8t, 
Chicago 29, Ill. 

3. The known bondholders, mortgagees, and 
other security holders owning or holding 1 pée& 
cent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, 
or other securities are: (If there are none, 
state.) None. 

4. Parapraphs 2 and 3 include, in cases where 
the stockholder or security holder appears upo 
the books of the company as trustee or in any 
other fiduciary relation, the name of the pers0l 
or corporation for whom such trustee is acting; 
also the statements in the two paragraphs show 
the affiant’s full knowledge and belief as to the 
circumstances and conditions under which stock 
holders and security holders who do not appea 
upon the books of the company as trustees, hold 
stock and securities in a capacity other than that 
of a bona fide owner. 

AVID L. BEHNCKE, Editor. 

(Seal) Sworn to and subscribed before me this 
31st day of October, 1949. Maurice J. Connors. 
(My commission expires Jan. 15, 1953.) 
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WASHINGTON SLIPSTREAM 








November . .. black November... 
proved to be one of the busiest months 
in the Washington ALPA office even 
though the 81st Congress was not in ses- 
sion. Beginning with the worst air line 
disaster in history—the needless and un- 
necessary crash by a Bolivian piloted 
p-38 into an Eastern Airlines DC-4—and 
continuing throughout a month devoted 
almost entirely to constant work on air 
safety, the Washington office has been 
host to Mr. David L. Behncke and a large 
part of the Headquarters’ staff as well as 
numerous pilot representatives. 

In addition to the participation in the 
investigation and hearing regarding the 
November 1 accident, which resulted in 
the deaths of 55 persons, President David 
L. Behncke; his secretary, Mrs. Vera 
Kernbauer; Attorney F. Harold Bennett; 


AERIAL PAPER BOY 











STAN MOORE 
Precision Delivery 


Ranch owners in the isolated country 
south of Rawlins, Wyoming, receive their 
Sunday newspapers by air. The Conti- 
nental Divide Aviation Company, of Raw- 
lins, boasts of an aerial circulation of 
100 and is aiming at a mark of 500. 
Here a ranch boy gets his weekly thrill 
while pilot Stan Moore gets ready to drop 
the paper. He sights just ahead of the 
Plane’s nose and claims he has never 
missed a ranchyard yet. 
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Statistician R. L. Oakman; Public Rela- 
tions’ Director E. C. Modes; and Mr. Karl 
Ulrich, Employment Agreement Depart- 
ment, were in town for the rehearing in 
the WAL-UAL Route 68 case before As- 
sistant Chief Examiner, CAB, Thomas L. 
Wrenn. Pilot representatives from West- 
ern—A. W. Stephenson, W. T. Homan, 
J. I. Hoagland and C. M. Horn—and pilot 
representatives from United—W. E. Fal- 
lon, R. W. Brady, D. C. McBain and 
J. H. Gillespie—worked throughout the 
hearing and far into the nights with the 
above staff and H. Unterberger, Wash- 
ington Labor Economics Consultant. At 
the same time, Captain Sterling Camden, 
EAL Master Chairman, Captain James 
G. LaVake, EAL crash representative, 
and Captains H. Foley and S. Parkinson, 
also of the EAL crash committee, to- 
gether with the Washington office repre- 
sentative were in attendance at the pub- 
lic portion of the hearing in the investi- 
gation of the EAL-P-38 crash at National 
Airport on November 1, 1949. 

The remainder of the audience at the 
crash hearing consisted almost entirely of 
pilots, both air line and military, a huge 
press turn-out and relatives of the de- 
ceased passengers—all of whom sat pa- 


tiently through one of the most obvious . 


cases of one Government agency at- 
tempting to whitewash another ever wit- 
nessed in Washington. 

Reasons for Withdrawal—It is well 
known by everyone, due to the tremen- 
dous press coverage given to the press 
releases by President David L. Behncke 
and his press chief, Mr. E. C. Modes, that 
the ALPA representatives at this hearing 
walked out shortly before the end of the 
hearing. The reason for that was due to 
the fact that the ALPA pilot represent- 
atives there had been informed by CAB 
Air Safety Member Harold Jones that 
their statement and recommendations 
usually given at the end of these too 
frequent hearings, would have to be dras- 
tically limited and included only in the 
record but not read . .. contrary to pre- 
vious privileges granted to ALPA wit- 
nesses who had been called in on the 
crash investigation throughout the hear- 
ing. This last straw coupled with con- 
stant mutilation and misrepresentation of 
questions submitted by the pilot repre- 
sentatives throughout the hearing, caused 
the pilots to walk out in disgust. When 
it is realized that CAB member Jones 
and CAB Genera! Counsel, Emory T. Nun- 
nelley, dominated the hearing throughout 
and had developed a large portion of the 
record from which the cause of this acci- 
dent was to be determined ... and that 
these two gentlemen were sitting in an 
accident investigation by the CAB for the 
first time while the professional staff of 
accident investigators, under W. K. An- 
drews, were brushed into the background 

. . it can readily be seen why men who 
make their living in the front end of the 
aviation industry became disgusted and 
walked out. This opinion was shared by 
many who were fully aware, as was the 
press, of the self-serving cross-examina- 
tion of witnesses. It was an obvious ex- 
ample of rule makers investigating rule 
makers, 





HUCK FINN OF 1949 





ARTHUR RIGGS 
No Ticket—No California 


It’s no river rafts for this modern-day 
Huck Finn, 11-year-old Arthur Riggs. In 
top photo, the young adventurer, who was 
thwarted in three attempts to get to Cali- 
fornia from New York—once by bus, 
once by train, and finally by plane— 
looks over the world and plans his next 
trip. On his third try, Arthur made good 
progress—as far as St. Louis, as a matter 
of fact—until somebody finally asked 
him for his ticket and blew his plans sky 
high again. In lower photo, he steps 
down from the TWA plane that brought 
him home from St. Louis. Captain R. J. 
Dick took care of him after his mother 
arranged for his return. 
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EFFICIENCY, COST FAVOR ALPA LIGHTS 

Aside from being the type of lights preferred by the air 
line pilots who must fly by whatever high intensity approach 
lights are installed, many other factors, which must be con- 
sidered when a final decision is made on approach lights, are 
lining up favorably on the side of the ALPA Approach Light 
System. 

Of the three systems being tested and evaluated at Arcata, 
Calif., Experimental Station—The ALPA Approach Light Sys- 
tem, the CAA Slope Line System, and the British Calvert Sys- 
tem—the ALPA system will stretch the approach light approp- 
riation dollar furthest because of its greater economy of 
installation, operation, and maintenance. 

Factors Affecting Economy—According to a study made by 
the ALPA Engineering and Air Safety Department, this econ- 
omy is possible because of the following factors: 

@ Only one trench is required to install and maintain elec- 
tric leads. 

@A minimum amount of fixture mounting locations are 
required. 

@ A minimum amount of lights are required. 

@ It requires a minimum of land condemnation or acqui- 
sition for a permit to install lighting standards—an extremely 
important factor because throughout the years the air line 
industry has had great difficulty in condemning land, smoke 
stacks, trees and water and radio towers. 

@ Trouble shooting and maintenance is kept to a minimum 
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Taking part in the Ar. 
TAKE PART IN TESTS cata aaooatk light test; 
and evaluation, in addition to pilots test flying the systems on «a 
part time basis, were (Il. to r.): William Levings, manager of 
Arcata Landing Aids Station; Captain W. A. Stainback, UAL; 
Captain J. T. Gill, EAL chief pilot representing the ATA; 
ALPA engineer T. G. Linnert; Captain C. G. Sperry, UAL, and 
ALPA representative E. A. Cutrell, AA. 
because of the fewer number of lights and mounting fixtures 
required by the ALPA system. 

Tests Also Prove Technical Superiority—On the basis of 
the first test runs of the ALPA Approach Light System at Ar- 
cata, the ALPA system is also proving its technical superiority 
to either of the other two systems. During the past four weeks 
there have been a number of test runs conducted using all 
three systems. 

ALPA has four test pilots standing by at Arcata for 
“instrument weather” in which to do additional testing. They 
are: Captain A. W. Stainback and Captain C. G. Sperry, of 
UAL, and Captain F. G. Sargent and W. F. Peterson, of TWA. 
If more “instrument weather” does not develop at Arcata, addi- 
tional testing will undoubtedly be done at Indianapolis where 
the ALPA system and the Slope Line System, but not the Cal- 

vert System, have been installed. 
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January Meeting Set— ALPA is not 
alone in recognizing the merits of the 
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Example of Typical Installation of ALPA Center Line System 


Fixture mounting ae | ie 
locations required 34 
Fig. 1 With Average Size Residential or Commercial Size City Blocks 
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pilot-proposed, pilot-developed, and pilot- 
designed system. Even the ATA repre- 
sentative at Arcata, who has participated 
in side-by-side comparisons of all three 
systems, is reliably reported to openly 
favor the ALPA system. 

Early next year, on January 10, 1950, 
according to the present schedule, the 
Approach Light Evaluation Panel, a sub- 
committee of the ANC, will meet to re 
view the approach light progress, at 
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which time the result of ALPA’s evalua- 
tion testing will be submitted to them. 
Headquarters Scene 

Of Two Safety Meetings 


Meetings of two ALPA safety commit- 
tees—the ALPA Air Traffic Control and 
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British Calvert System 


Airway Aids Advisory Committee and the 
ALPA Engineering and Airworthiness 
Advisory Committee—were held at Head- 
quarters recently with the Engineering 
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meet 
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System Items 
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and Air Safety Department. 

The ALPA Air Traffic Control and Air- 
way Aids Advisory Committee met to 
evaluate suggested changes in the Circu- 
lar N Manual. Fourteen suggested 
changes, and two operation problems, 








were discussed. 








Fixture mounting 
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Example of Typical Installation of 


Fig. 3 


With Average Size Residential or Commercial Size City Blocks. 


Discuss Overhaul Time—The Enginee!- 
ing and Airworthiness Advisory Commit 
tee discussed the subject of engine ovel- 


CAA Slove Line System 


The diagram above is a study of the area affected and 
A COMP ARISON fixture locations required by configurations of each of 


the three approach light systems being evaluated at Arcata, California. Reference 


data used in compiling it was that contained in LAES Memorandum Report No. 49-1. 
The size of blocks are based on those typical to Chicago, the length of all systems 
4 3000 feet, and the distance between fixtures is 100 feet except as otherwise 
illustrated. 
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haul time limitations. 

The record will show that the trend 
between motor overhauls has been Ccon- 
stantly increasing and the question of 
where and when it is going to end is be 
coming increasingly important to aif 
safety. 
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FOREWORD: This is the first of what 
will be a permanent column in the AIR 
LINE PiLOT entitled “IFALPA Hap- 


penings, which will monthly relate the 
happenings of the International Federa- 
tion of Air Line Pilots Associations. 

It is surprising indeed when one real- 
izes and pauses to meditate about how 
many creative achievements are at first 


the brainchild of individuals who move 
in the background as almost mythical 
figures, more legendary than real. The 
question is often asked, “How did this 
all happen? Whose idea was it at the 
beginning?” Mortals cannot be cast in 
such a role if they are endowed with a 
great deal of selfishness and desire for 
personal gain. Dreamers and idealists, 
refugees perhaps from the “Skid Rows” 
of life, with this type of makeup are of- 
ten unwilling to pay the price of sub- 
merging principles and what they believe 
to be right and wrong for wealth and 
power and all that it means. 

Occasionally, a few of them have the 
opportunity to work in the background, 
and it is these types of people who build 
industries, influence the human achieve- 
ments that appear on the front page. 
But the real story is never told, strange 
and unreal, and even if it were it would 
not be believed. For example, not so 
long ago, two of such characters stood 
on the barren waste destined to be the 
world’s greatest airport and made the 
decisions. They were never mentioned in 
connection with the project and didn’t 
want to be. When the project was fin- 
ished, the reviewing stand and dedication 
ceremonies didn’t include these two. The 
window dressing of life never sees these 
characters who move in the background 
—mythical and legendary and then dis- 
appear. The mythical, legendary .figures 
move in the background of human 
achievement and civilization advance- 
ment and then pass on to become a part 
of time as do the seasons, recording only 
what is reflected in the roadways from 
the Stone Age to so-called modern civili- 
zation, chiseled from the greedy hands of 
ignorance, intolerance and _ selfishness. 
And the sad note is, how little have hu- 
mans really advanced? The answer is, 
actually very little. The air line pilots of 
the world, united, must shake off the 
shackles of greed, intolerance and self- 
ishness, and, as ambassadors of this prop- 
osition, lead the peoples of the world 
upward and onward in closer bonds in 
broader and broader steps to a fuller 
and more realistic appreciation of civili- 
zation of humanity. THERE IS NO BET- 
TER INSTRUMENT FOR THIS THAN 
THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF AIR LINE PILOTS ASSOCIATIONS. 

kkk 

IFALPA had its beginning in the early 
years of World War II when the need 
for international cooperation among air 
line pilots was first felt. Implementation 
of this need was achieved through the 
formation of the ABC Tri-Parte Alliance, 
culminating in the signing of a memo- 
fandum of affiliation in Montreal, Can- 
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From India to New York, 
a distance of some half way 
around the world, was a short 
trip by air liner for explorer 
and radio commentator 
Lowell Thomas compared to 
his trip from Karo Pass to 
the Indian border, a matter 
of only hundreds of miles, 
less than a month earlier. 
The commentator was injured 
in a fall from his horse while 
riding in the Himalayas, 
suffering a broken pelvis. 
From Karo Pass, 16,700 feet 
above sea level, Thomas said 
he was carried on a litter to 
Gyantse, a six-day trip, and 
thence to the Indian Border, 
a journey of eight days, mak- 
ing a total of two weeks for 
the trip. He is shown here 
being greeted by his father, 
Dr. Harry G. Thomas (right), 
as he arrived at LaGuardia 
Field by air on the home 
stretch of his trip. 


KARO PASS TO N. Y. BY LITTER AND PLANE 








ada, on April 18, 1943, between the 
American, British and Canadian air line 
pilots’ organizations. The first secretary 
of this embryonic alliance was David L. 
Behncke, ALPA’s president. 

During the early post-war period, the 
idea of expanding this Tri-Parte Alliance 
into a world organization took shape and 
form, with an organizational meeting to 
be held in London, England, in April, 
1948. At this meeting the basic structure 
of IFALPA was conceived and planned, 
and officers were elected. ALPA’s presi- 
dent, David L. Behncke, was chosen to 
shoulder the responsibilities of guiding 
and nurturing the youthful organization 
as its first president, and at a subsequent 
meeting, Mr. Behncke was re-elected to 
this high position. Since that first meet- 
ing in London, three conferences have 
been held—in Paris, September, 1948; in 


Dublin, Ireland, April, 1949; and in Co- 
penhagen, Denmark, October, 1949. 
Clearly set forth in the preamble to its 
Constitution and By-Laws is the underly- 
ing purpose behind IFALPA’s formation. 
“For the purpose of uniting all air line 
pilots for the protection of their inter- 
ests and the promotion of their general 
welfare, the International Federation of 
Air Line Pilots Associations has been or- 
ganized, having as its cardinal aim the 
cultivation of a spirit of harmony and 
understanding between air line pilots as- 
sociations. It is fitting that we, air line 
pilots, who are of many nations and lan- 
guages, flying in international air trans- 
portation and who follow a profession 
the character of which has problems 
similar for all, and that we whose domi- 
ciles are spread throughout many lands, 
(Continued on Page 14, Col. 3) 





SOMETHING NE eee 


HAS BEEN ADDED 


Something new has been » &. 
added, a very attractive ad- 
dition, too—nice don’t you 
think—these Chinese air line 
stewardesses arriving in Can- 
ada to prepare for their new 
jobs on Canadian Pacific Air 
Lines. Where do they domi- 
cile—now, now you woof, 
woof we mean you wolf dog 
you, you. The trio are among 
the first Chinese girls being 
trained to serve on the Van- 
couver, B. C.—Orient route 
of the carrier. They will as- 
sist a Canadian stewardess in 
handling the language prob- 
lems and various Chinese 
customs in order to provide 
more comfort for the Ori- 
ental passengers. Each week- 
ly flight of the 36-passenger 
“Empress of the Air’ will 
carry a completely trained 
Chinese hostess in addition to 
their regular crews. Above 
(l. to r.): Gloria Woo and 
Joyce Lam, natives of Hong © 
Kong, and Lorraine Ngu, of 
Shanghai, look like mighty 
satisfied passengers after 
their overseas flight. 
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ALPA Building Puts 
On Its Winter Duds 


Aided by unseasonably mild weather 
that brought a touch of summertime to 
Chicago early in November, notable con- 
struction progress was made’on the new 
Headquarters’ Building until winter 
roared in with a vengeance at month’s 
end and forced putting on of its winter 
wraps. 

As a result of the cold snap, which 
sent the mercury far below freezing, the 
building has been sheathed in a protec- 
tive canvas tarpaulin and portable heat- 
ers installed to permit as much cold- 
weather work as possible. 


Prior to that time, however, the steel 
work, including a final coating of rust- 
resisting graphite paint was 100 per cent 
completed, the rough basic plumbing had 
been installed, and the first of the con- 
crete floor slabs had been poured. 

Thoroughness Paying Off—The pains- 
taking detail with which President Behn- 
cke has daily watched the planning and 
construction every step of the way is be- 
ing reflected visibly in the fine workman- 
ship which becomes more and more evi- 
dent as the building progresses. During 
the inspection of the plumbing, the city 
building inspector assigned to the job 
commented: “This is one of the finest 
pieces of workmanship I have seen in my 
20 years as a building inspector.” 


That same type of workmanship is go- 
ing into every part of ALPA’s building. 
The lobby floor slab, which has already 
been laid, will be covered with a finishing 
coat of the finest terrazzo and a firm 
with the reputation for the best stone- 
work in the city, the Alexander Moore 
Company, has been retained to install 
the exterior Mankato stone trim. The 
concrete floor slabs are being poured 
over a base of specially galvanized Cor- 
O-Form with galvanized reinforcing 
mesh. The electrical outlets, numbering 
more than 100, are the special design of 
Mr. Behncke, and are being cemented 
with the floor slabs using new construc- 
tion methods throughout. The Cor-O- 


Form in ALPA’s building represents the . 


first installation of this superior building 
material in the Chicago area. 

The inside basement floor area has 
been completely leveled and, when fin- 
ished, will consist of a minimum of six 
inches of specially selected mine run-fill 
gravel and six inches of cinders beneath 
the concrete flooring to prevent cracking. 
The basement flooring will be nearly six 
inches thick with an additional inch 
added in those portions which will carry 
the load of heavy machinery, such as the 
eventually contemplated printing plant 
on this floor. 

Pictured on the left of this page are 
some of the many scenes of activity as 
the construction work progresses on 
ALPA’s new Headquarters’ building. 





Apropos Indeed 


“For the fight is never won and 
the truth must never be forgotten 
that the price we pay for liberty 
is, indeed, the price of eternal 
vigilance.’—From the New York 
Times, October 27, 1949. 














IFALPA Happenings 


(Continued from Page 13, Col. 3) 
should translate our efforts toward mvu- 
tual understanding, protection, and bet- 
terment by the adoption of this Constj. 
tution and By-Laws.” 


Despite its youth and the far-flung na. 
ture of its organizational components, 
IFALPA has taken a firm grasp of the 
international pilot and aviation problems 
which confront organized pilot groups, 
and through representation at ICAO con- 
ferences in Montreal, has assisted in the 
formation of international standards re. 
specting aircraft design, navigational 
aids and other related problems which 
enter the pilots’ bailiwick. In addition to 
that, ICAO representatives have been in- 
vited, and have attended, IFALPA con- 
ferences in Europe. 


At its recent Copenhagen conference, 
resolutions were adopted on a number of 
important subjects. Following are quoted 
a few of these resolutions. Space does 
not provide inclusion of them all: 

Pilot Assessment of Weather Minima, 
THAT whereas in the discussion on weather 
minima in the Third Session of the Operations 
Division of 1.C.A.0. there would appear to 
have been some doubt as to whose authority 
would be accepted concerning the measure- 
ment of weather minima. 

AND whereas the pilot of an aircraft is in 
sole charge of that aircraft in flight, 

And whereas it is known that the instru- 
ments available for measuring weather mini- 
ma are as yet not perfected; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that in the event of any dispute arising over 
the measurement of weather minima existing 
at the time of landing at an airport, the as- 
sessment of weather conditions as made by 
the pilot concerned shall always be accepted 
as final. 

Crew Complement. 1. The minimum flight 
crew shall in no case be less than that speci- 
fied in the Airworthiness Certificate and/or 
in the associated Aircraft Flight Manual. 
Additional flight crew members shall be car- 
ried as necessary according to the type of 
aircraft used and the type of operation in- 
volved. 

2. When after consultation between the op- 
erator(s) and the pilots association(s) con- 
cerned it is agreed that where the complexity 
of design and/or the peculiarities of the 
routes require a Flight Engineer to be car- 
ried, a qualified Flight Engineer member 
shall be carried to perform the SOLE duty of 
Flight Engineer during flight operations. A 
Flight Engineer shall be provided with a sepa- 
rate station and suitable instrument and con- 
trol installation. A Flight Engineer when 
carried aboard an aircraft as a fully operative 
member of the crew shall possess the appro- 
priate licence or licences in accordance with 
his duties. 

Command of Aircraft. THAT the command 
of the aircraft be vested in the pilot and that 
all controls considered necessary for safe con- 
trol and command of the aircraft in respect of 
each type of aircraft be made available for 
his immediate use in the cockpit. 

Accident Investigation. THAT I.F.A.L.P.A. 
declares that it is in the interests of the de- 
velopment of civil aviation and of the pilet 
profession that there should be pilot repre- 
sentation on any committee or other body 
appointed to investigate accidents involving 
aircraft. The way in which such representa- 
tion is effected will be determined by the 
methods of conducting accident investigation 
in each country. 

But in principle the Federation is of the 
opinion that a duly accredited representative 
of the Pilots’ Association should always 
appointed to any committee set up by 
operating company to investigate accidents. 

When the investigation is conducted under 
government auspices, such representation is 
considered desirable, but when the enquiry is 
specially ordered by the government, such 
representation is considered essential. 

In all cases where official reports are pub- 
lished the Pilots’ Association should have 42 
opportunity of commenting thereon prior to 
publication. 


Young in spirit and aggressive in na- 
ture, IFALPA, with the cooperation of 
all its member organizations, cannot fail 
to carve out a vital niche and establish 
a high position as a leading force in the 
field of international aviation. 


Tue Arm Line Pot 
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TEN YEARS AGO 
A choice bit of knowledge and ad- 
vice, the contents of which, can even 
today be applied to the thinking of the 
traveling public, is found in the edi- 
torial of the November AIR LINE 


PILOT of ten years ago. Originally 
reprinted from an article appearing 
in the Chicago Daily News, this edi- 
torial, titled “Trust the Pilots,” al- 
ways has and always will express the 
opinion of the many thousands who 
daily entrust their lives to the wisdom 
and skill of an air line pilot. 


In 1949, the pilots merit this ‘trust 
even more. The men controlling our 
airways today would do well to heed 
the public’s expression of trust and 
respect and listen to the recommenda- 
tions of the men in the cockpits. 
Who, better than the air line pilots, 
is in a position to judge what is 
needed to avoid another terrible re- 
currence of air tragedies like that 
at Washington National Airport this 
month? Following is the 1939 edi- 
torial: 

“The traveling public will listen, 
with profound respect, to any sugges- 
tion from the Air Line Pilots Associa- 
tion. The morale, elan and physique 
of these fliers have had a great deal 
to do with inspiring the confidence 
that has transformed flying from an 
adventurous lark into business travel.” 

“The pilots protest against the plans 
of certain competitive air lines to 
start planes from airports at the same 
time. This leads inevitably to racing 
and unneeded strain upon safety rules 
and regulations, they say.” 

“Competition has been the most 
powerful force in making commercial 
aviation the great and promising busi- 
ness it is today, but it has been the 
useful competition of better equip- 
ment, greater speed, better service 
and progressively lower rates. The 
sporting phase of aviation is more or 
less passe, and there is no need to re- 
vive it as a sales device.” 

“The pilots’ plea for staggered stops 
and arrivals of air liners at airports 
to prevent racing and to avoid dan- 
gerous congestion at terminals recalls 
how transportation history repeats it- 
self. And that history shows that 
what the pilots propose is in the real 
interest of the air lines.” 

“Railroading had much of the same 
thing in its early days, including a 
great deal of duplicate short-line 
building. Railway terminals still pre- 
sent the uneconomic spectacle of 
fleets of trains departing on parallel 
lines for the same destination at the 
same tick of the clock, instead of serv- 
ices timed to give the public wider 
choice of departure.” 

“The work of the Air Line Pilots 
Association for safety in flying will 
recall to many the great services both 
to the railroad and the public ren- 
dered by the Brotherhood of Locomo- 
tive Engineers. It was they who 
blazed the way to the safety that 
distinguishes modern railroading.” 

“The engineers have successors to- 
day in the shining skies who match 








their feats wpan the shining rails.” 








Novemser, 1949 





By the 
Airline Pilots _ 
ANOTHER CONTENDER 


Introducing another contender for the “flying 
saucer” crown. This particular model, looking 
like a cross between a mushroom and a giant 
beach umbrella, is another of several rotor planes 
developed by Jonathan E. Caldwell. Caldwell, 
pictured at the left of the aircraft, apparently is 
the person responsible for the “flying disk” craze 
of a few summers back. At least some Army Air 
Force officials who investigated the remnants of 
some of his aircraft found in an old barn in the — @! 
east some months ago, are inclined to think so. — = 
They believe his plane is the prototype of the “flying saucer.” However, the question 
of whether they’re right or not still hasn’t been answered because Caldwell’s where- 
abouts have caused almost as much speculation as the disk fad itself. While this photo 
proves that a “flying saucer” may have existed, it doesn’t completely solve our mystery. 
The photo, it seems, was taken in 1940, and only the remains of the plane have been 
uncovered near Glen Burnie, Maryland. Although the picture may answer one query, 
we're now faced with an even stranger puzzle. How in the world was this whirling 
dervish affair able to fly, let alone stay up in the air long enough to cause so much 
excitement? *2:s 


FAIR DEAL 


There is a certain humor sheet put out by a publisher in Indianapolis in which there is 
always a box headed ‘‘I Laughed at This One.” Here is one we all laughed at in the editorial 
offices of the AIR LINE PILOT at Headquarters. 

It seems that a drunk was weaving on the beam when he happened to pass a graveyard. 
He noticed a circle of people crowded closely together. Being curious as drunks are, and nosey, 
he - his way roughly through the circle of people with the words ‘‘What in heck is going 
on here anyway?’’ Lo and behold the preacher was just then — solemnly, ‘‘He giveth an 
He taketh away. Ashes to ashes and dust to dust.” The drunk listened intently and said, 
“Brethren, now if that isn't a fair deal I will kiss your mother-in-law at high noon!”’ And, 
verily, verily, I guess we will all have to admit it is a square deal. What! 


* * * 


MODES WOOS THE MUSE 


One of the greatest mysteries of all time has finally been solved—that baffling 
enigma of what goes on in that nether world behind the fourth estate cast iron veil 
of mystic intrigue. But in solving it; an even greater mystery has been born: how 
does the noble calling of journalism manage to survive in spite of what takes place in 
that out-of-this-world world. Now we 
are taking a bold step sweeping—yes, 
and with the stiffest of brooms. Some 
would say it’s sheer madness.. No, no, 
tish, tish, we mean actually its loyalty to 
our three readers, that’s what it is. Loy- 
alty to our policy of always bringing 
our readers the true facts and the story 
behind the story, E. C. Modes, ALPA’s 
Director of Publicity and Public Rela- 
tions and Associate Editor of the AIR 
LINE PILOT, draws back that hereto- 
fore impregnable curtain to scoop the 
world with an exclusive photograph of 
an editor at work. Now stop and medi- 
tate that for a bit—an editor actually 
at work. In a remarkably rabid bit of 
evolution that would raise even the eye- 
brows of Darwin, and protectively at- 
tired to keep away from work—now, 
now, how can we slip so badly—actual- 
ly we mean from working his “claws 
to the paws,” that is—we mean Modes 
is—giving birth to an editorial brain- 
child as he publicly, and for all and sundry to see, WOOS THE MUSE, which, judging 
by the estactic look on his face, must be responding. Since giving up wine, women, 
song and burlesque shows—yes, and burlesque shows too, literally burying himself alive 


in his art of writing, or, or, or something—Modes has turned to the center picture of Esquire for 
that necessary inspiration. The only trouble with inspiration of that kind, according to Modes, 
is that he gets so inspired that he can’t eet uninspired enough to come out from under the cover 
(no, no, of course, we mean the cover of Esquire), for days at a time. The boxing — says 
Modes, are another trade secret. Instead of typing hunt and peck, one finger at a time requir- 
ing days and days and ba this way—using the boxing gloves—he can hit the keys of the iw 
writer all at one time without injury to himself and with complete silence. Besides, by wearing 
them, he’s always set to step into the rhetorical fracas when Editor Behncke buzzes the buzzer 
and booms: ‘‘Let’s give them both barrels on this and not pull any punches, and NOW!!! 
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